1922 AND 1923
1924. The trial of the Baldwin Government lasted through
three days of keen debate. Labour and Liberals joined
forces, and the Conservative Ministry was condemned by
,328 votes to 256, a decisive majority of 72. On the follow-
ing day, Mr. Baldwin announced the resignation of the
Government.
The King had been advised that constitutional practice
demanded that the leader of the next largest party be asked
to form a Government. This meant the offer of the Premier-
ship to MacDonald. The summons of the King to MacDonald
to present himself at Buckingham Palace was a landmark in
British history. The Premiership was the greatest gift in the
power of the King to offer and the highest and most coveted
honour to which any citizen could aspire. It was not because
MacDonald was of working-class origin that the offer was
unique. Many poor men had risen to positions of eminence
in this and other lands. The poor-man-famous has become
almost a commonplace during the last decade. Mr. Lloyd
George, a poor man's son, who rose to be, at one time, the
greatest figure in Europe, is an example. What made
MacDonald's case distinctive was the fact that he, a declared
Socialist, should have been offered the highest office in a
Monarchical State. He was selected as representing the Labour
Party, and that Party had been pledged by conference after
conference to revolutionary change. A Socialist Common-
wealth was its declared objective.
One clear indication that the event was unexpected was the
fact that there "was no provision made for it by the Labour
Party. Remarkable, and with far-reaching consequences, was
the fact that MacDonald went to Buckingham Palace at the
summons of the King with an absolutely free hand. No
commitments of Labour Party Conferences bound him in any
way. Since the founding of the Labour Party in 1900, the
question of the Monarchy had never been discussed. Although
on almost every other subject the policy of the Party had
been discussed, the question of Republicanism had never been
raised. This omission was probably due to the theory that
this was one of those questions which, like religion, should be
avoided, lest its discussion might reveal differences of opinion
in the Party. In this country, the Monarchical system is